
Over four, two-day sessions spanning 12 months, participants will gain hands-on experience
in both classroom and field settings. Participants will work directly with leading soil health
experts to study successful soil health management.

ROOTS TO
RESULTS

AN ADVANCED SOIL HEALTH
WORKSHOP PROGRAM

Designed for agriculture professionals, conservation planners, and crop
advisors with a strong agronomic foundation, this advanced training

takes your understanding of soil systems to the next level.

WHAT YOU’LL LEARN

Advanced soil health principles
and management systems

Adaptive cover crop and nutrient
management strategies

Transitioning from conventional
to soil health-based cropping
systems

Understanding soil biology,
carbon, and water quality
relationships

Practical, field-tested tools for
advising farmers and improving
outcomes SCAN TO

REGISTER!

QUESTIONS?
Please contact Eric Schmechel:
Eric.Schmechel@dubuquecounty.us 

DETAILS
Workshops on February 9-10,
March 24-25, June 16-17, and
September 22-23
Takes place in classroom (Dubuque
Emergency Responder Training Facility
and Swiss Valley Nature Center) and
field settings (Farms throughout
Dubuque County and Sinsinawa, WI).
Capped at 35 Participants
Cost: $300 (Meals Included)
Payment: Check preferred 



INSTRUCTORS

Barry Fisher
Fisher Soil Health LLC | Retired USDA-NRCS Soil Health Team Leader
Barry Fisher retired after 39 years with USDA-NRCS, most recently as Soil
Health Division Central Region Leader. He served on the National Soil
Health Training Cadre and has trained thousands of professionals across the
Corn Belt and Northern Plains. Founder of Fisher Soil Health LLC, Barry
farms in Indiana and has been recognized with multiple awards including
Certified Crop Advisor Conservationist of the Year.

Hillary Olson
State Soil Health Specialist, USDA-NRCS Iowa
Hillary Olson, Iowa NRCS State Soil Health Specialist, brings hands-on farm
experience and technical expertise. Raised on a row crop and farrow-to-finish
hog farm, she holds a B.S. in Animal Science and an M.S. in Soil Science from
Iowa State University. Since 2020, she has led statewide efforts to promote soil
health adoption, supporting farmers with sustainable, science-based practices.

Brian Dougherty
Regenerative Agriculture Consultant, Understanding Ag
Brian Dougherty, regenerative agriculture consultant with Understanding Ag,
combines technical expertise with practical farming experience. A former dairy
farmer and agricultural engineer in northeast Iowa, he helps farmers restore
nutrient, water, and energy cycles through regenerative practices. Brian
focuses on building profitable, resilient systems while making soil health
accessible, practical, and enjoyable for farmers and advisors alike.

Rick Bieber
Trail City, South Dakota
Rick Bieber is a lifelong advocate for soil stewardship whose journey into
regenerative agriculture began during the 1980s farm crisis. His decades of
experience integrating diverse crops and livestock have made him a respected
voice in soil health worldwide. Now retired from his farm, Rick serves as the
“eyes and ears” of the soil at Fields of Sinsinawa, supporting farmers in
applying soil care principles across the Tri-State region.

In addition to our instructors, experienced farmers and guest experts will lead
discussions and share real-world insights.




